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principal objectives within the context 
of ethical and spiritual values.

There are widely differing views as to 
what environmentally sustainable devel­
opment means, especially in terms of 
objectives and goals. One of the most 
instructive papers I have read is Ismail 
Serageldin’s article, “Making Develop­
ment Sustainable,” in which he examines 
the differing and sometimes overlapping 
viewpoints of three distinct disciplines: 
those of the economist, the ecologist, 
and the sociologist.1

My first reaction to the paper was to 
ask, “Why not a fourth discipline—that 
of the theologian or the ethicist?” Since 
humans first became thinking beings, 
the ordering of the universe and cre­
ation has had a religious and spiritual 
perspective at its center. So why not 
now? Why are ethical and spiritual val­
ues not accorded a more significant role 
in assessing the manner in which we are 
now exploiting and reshaping the creat­
ed order?

Is it because ethics and spiritual val­
ues are no longer important or necessary 
to matters so secular in their orientation? 
Or is it that current spiritual and ethical 
values are themselves vacuous, no longer 
operative in a world focused on materi­
alism and empiricism? Or is it that, 
instead of being regarded as a separate 
and distinct point of view, as are the 
other three disciplines, ethics and spiri­
tual values permeate each of them and 
become the link that ties them together?

Who will ensure that ethical and 
spiritual values get a fair hearing in the 
context of the economists, the ecolo­
gist’s, and the sociologist’s points of 
view? How can we, as individuals and 
as a society, realistically live in today’s 
world in a creative, sustainable, and 
humane manner? How can we help

institutions and governments take seri­
ously the enormous threat to the bios­
phere that supports us and all living 
things, a threat some believe has the 
potential to imperil the continuation of 
civilization as we know it?

I suggest that we begin with each of 
us individually. Most changes that altered 
the course of history began with individ­
uals who, by their example and actions, 
did what many thought impossible. In 
small but important ways each made a 
beginning, and underlying each one was 
a moral conviction and certainty that 
refused to be deterred. Perhaps in a sim­
ilar, small way what we do here may also 
mark a beginning, a beginning that will 
have consequences far beyond our 
imaginations.

It matters that we care, that we are 
concerned enough about the inequity 
and the injustice, the exploitation and 
the degradation so prevalent about us 
that we resolve personally and individ­
ually to become involved, to make a dif­
ference. For if we do, and hundreds, 
thousands, or perhaps millions of others 
do likewise, we can change the course 
of history for the benefit not only of 
humankind, but of all living creatures, 
and perhaps even of the Earth itself.

Developing a Common Vision
Ismail Serageldin, World Bank

At the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de 
Janeiro the world came together to 
acknowledge that the incredible chal­
lenges facing this generation and the next 
require a different kind of development. 
Since the Earth Summit the World Bank 
has dramatically increased its environ­
mental assistance to client countries.

Greening the portfolio means much 
more than just funding environmentally

It  m atters that we care, 
that we are concerned 
enough about the 
inequity and the 
injustice, the 
exploitation and the 
degradation so 
prevalent about us that 
we resolve personally 
and individually to 
become involved, to 
make a difference

—  John A. Hoyt
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There are a t least four 
kinds o f capital: man­

made, natural, human, 
and social. This concept 
enables us to construct 

balance sheets for 
nations and to develop 

a new  system o f 
environmentally 

adjusted national 
accounts 

—  Ismail Serageldin
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Human beings are not�

just creatures on the�

face o f the Earth but�

rather integral parts�

o f it. We are neither�

above it nor below it�

but within its very core�

� ��������� ����

 969, we had completed the centuries-long�

transition from a species in awe of nature to�

a species that believed in the conquest of�
nature— even space....

It turns out that we were better con­
querors than stewards. We tried to take the�

awe out of nature!� to make the world we�

lived in safe and settled. But we ended up�

endangering species!� including our
own....By sheer numbers!� weve tilled�
built and devastated what was wild. . . . In�

great and small ways!�we are struggling to�

understand our tenuous place within the�

world, not just over it.6

That understanding, I suggest, is prob­
ably the key to our participation in the 
world’s sustainability. Human beings are 
not just creatures on the face of the Earth 
but rather integral parts of it. We are nei­
ther above it nor below it but within its 
very core, at the intersection of every 
pathway that encounters other life, 
coincident with the very spirit of life that 
gives meaning and purpose to conscious 
existence.

What we have attempted to achieve 
in this conference is the essence of this 
kind of philosophical and spiritual 
awakening. Although we may yet be a 
long way from achieving an ideological 
breakthrough, our success depends on 
our believing in the possibility of not 
only sustaining but enhancing the world 
order on which so much rests.

As we struggle to find solutions to 
problems, as we have in the last two 
days, let us not lose sight of the person­
al and the interpersonal. In our bonding 
with one another across gender and 
generations, across creeds and cultures, 
across races and religions, and even 
across species, we can learn and share 
in each other’s hopes, dreams, wants, 
and needs.
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The presentations we have heard have 
been insightful, constructive, and 
thought-provoking. They engage our 
imaginations and our dreams, and they 
are truly built on values and concepts of 
universal appeal that transcend the 
specificities of any single tradition.

These testimonies should draw and 
retain our attention and our thoughts 
not just today, but in the days ahead. I 
have heard more than once that we 
need to challenge conventional wis­
dom. I believe there is no wisdom in the 
conventional, just as common sense is 
the least common of all the virtues.

I would like to reflect on the mean­
ing of wisdom. When data are orga­
nized, they become information, and if 
one finds links, then information 
becomes knowledge. When you add 
insight, perhaps it can become wisdom. 
There is nothing conventional in that. 
Mortimer Adler, one of the foremost 
philosophers living today, asked why 
we find wisdom so rarely and why we 
link it with age rather than with youth. 
He concluded that it was because wis­
dom includes not only insight and bril­
liance but also the ability to listen, to 
learn, to enrich oneself from diverse 
experiences, and to have the true 
respect for contrary views that is essen­
tial to listening.

Adler also asked a separate question 
that had troubled him in his youth. “Why 
do all the moral values and traditions 
seem to be variants on the phrase that 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis­
dom?” He said that in the arrogance of 
youth he had thought that fear of the 
Lord could not be the beginning of any 
kind of wisdom, but with advancing age
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It is morally abhorrent 
that in todays world 
seven hundred million 
people go hungry 
everyday

—  Ismail Serageldin
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Abstracts of Background Papers

Three background papers were pre­
pared for this event. The sponsoring 
organizations encourage readers to con­
tact the authors for complete copies, 
including notes, sources, appendixes, 
bibliographies, references, and accom­
panying proclamations.

Core Values for Environmentally 
Sustainable Development
-������,�� "�	����

Discusses the intersection between 
social and environmental values as an 
increasingly prominent, and often con­
tentious, policy concern nationally and 
internationally. The 1950s ushered in 
studies of the effects on the environ­
ment of increasing human numbers, 
technical triumphs, and material aspira­
tions which exceed the carrying capaci­
ty of the global biosphere.

For historical context and back­
ground Westing outlines the separate 
strands of social and environmental val­
ues of the 1950s and the way social val­
ues now encompass environmental 
values. He identifies important ethical 
issues and their links to spiritual mores, 
reviews current positions taken by 
various disciplines and groups, and 
specifies areas of consensus and con­
tention. After examining obstacles to 
instituting value-based changes in cur­
rent development approaches, he con­
cludes with suggestions for further 
avenues of exploration to overcome 
those obstacles.

-������,�� "�	����  
"�	�����-		������	���������������%  
��������%� �������������  

+��� %�#�<�==>, 
������%� 9!>?=@A%� ;�- 
!��:�B> �=BC� �?  
/�<:�B> �=BC�@>>�

International Documents 
and the Movement toward 
a Global Environmental Ethic
'����,��&����4����

Represents preliminary research on the 
existing literature for developing a glob­
al environmental ethic. This research 
comprises:

■  A list of documents that may serve 
as potential sources for such an 
ethic

■  A gallery of the documents (iden­
tified by name, sponsoring orga­
nization, and date of adoption or 
publication)

■  An overview of each document, 
highlighting the principles that 
may pertain to the goal of sus­
tainable living.

Callewaert organizes both the list 
and the gallery into the following five 
categories of statements:

1. Principles and objectives of inter­
national law

2. International environmental coali­
tions and organizations

3. Business groups and economic 
organizations

4. Religious faiths and ecumenical

1.
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R elated ESD Publications
Monitoring Environmental Progress: A Report on Work in Progress�
Nurturing Development: Aid and Cooperation in Today's Changing World�
Toward Sustainable Management of Water Resources
Water Supply, Sanitation, and Environmental Sustainability: The Financing Challenge�
The World Bank Participation Sourcebook
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