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INTRoducTioN: The URbAN DyNAMics
oF HisTomc CmEs

The protection of our cultural heritage is an essential part of protecting a sense of
identity, a sense of who we are. It underlines the present as a link from a well-
defined past to a future crafted by our actions, guided—individually and collec-
tively—by our aspirations and our innate abilities. This cultural heritage covers many
things: literature, visual art, music, buildings, customs, ritual, and the objects of
everyday use. This essay focuses on the built environment, specifically historic cit-
ies. By that, we mean the living historic cities, not the conservation of monuments
and archaeological sites. More focus will be given to the living cities of the develop-
ing world, where the challenge of protecting the heritage is greatest.

Samarkand, Damascus, Cairo, Marrakesh—to name but afew—are very special
places whose names evoke magic and the stuff of dreams. Yet their realities are of
cities teeming with poor individuals struggling with inadequate infrastructure and
deteriorating buildings. But the
magic is certainly there, and so
isthe pride of the inhabitants in
their city and the monuments
that make it such aprecious part
of the world heritage. Thus in-
tervening in these very special
places requires a combination of
skills and a philosophy that si-
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